CHAPTEE V.

INITIATION INTO POLITICS.

1836-1838.

IN April, 1836, the Haverhill farm, of one hun-
dred and forty-eight acres, was sold to Aaron
Chase, and a cottage in the village of Amesbury
was bought a few weeks afterward. This one-story
cottage, which was enlarged and remodeled at
various times, was the poet's home until his death,
a period of a little more than fifty-six years. The
farm was sold for $3000, and the house and lot
in Amesbury cost $1200. Two reasons induced
the selling of the farm and the removal to Ames-
bury. Mr. Whittier was so fully occupied with
his literary and reform work, and at the same time
so broken in health, that it became necessary for
him to give tip the care of a difficult farm.; more-
over, there was no Friends' meeting nearer than
Amesbury, and his mother and sister found it be-
yond their strength to attend meetings regularly
at such a distance. "When the farm was sold, the
horse was given up, and the poet never afterward
owned one. The new home was located nearly
opposite the Friends' meeting-house. The present
meeting-house, built more than forty years ago,
upon plans made by Mr. Whittier, is not far dis-
tant on the same street.